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Menen, Aubrey Scribner 
THE BACKWARD BRIDE $2.75 


* Champagne for jaded appetites in social satire- a witty sophisticated caricature 
of modern intellectuals and their nemesis, a simple (?) Sicilian beauty. This brilliantly 
impossible adventure begins when Uncle Giorgio, Sicily's most successful bandit, takes his 
favorite nephew, Aquila, and that progressive young man's beautiful bride, Anisetta, ona 
wedding trip to London to visit Aquila's mental mentor, Prof. Lissom, champion of free love, 
birth control and the intellectual liberation of women. Anisetta is a trifle confused in 
her terminology as to birth control and self control but she has no trouble figuring out 
what the professor is really after. However, finding Aquila more attached to sophistry 
than sex, Anisetta tries the old recipe of handing back the gander his own sauce and seem- 
ingly puts into practice some of her husband's favorite preaching - first under the at- 
tempted tutelage of Lissom, then progressing to an existentialist Frenchman in Paris. 
These high handed methods to the tune of equally high comedy produce a natural conversion 
in Aquila from philosophical theory to more physical practices when he catches up to his 
yet unravished bride in time to learn the simpler joys of life. Opera bouffe presented 


with the lucid lunacy of a truly skillful satirist. Return engagement for the author of 
Prevaience of Witches. 


August 21 


Gordon, Arthur Simon & Schuster 
REPRISAL $3.00 


As Literary Guild selection for September, this will have a head start that may 
counterbalance the reluctance of the current reading public to accept social problem no- 
veis. This is a mature and thoughtful novel built around a case where a Negro took matters 
into his own hands in his determination to pay back the men responsible for a lynching 
that costs-among others- his wife's violent death. The town is ‘called Hainesville- the 
state, Georgia - and the story cross sections the community, white and black, with the 
balance not too heavily loaded against the whites. For.there is the Judge, whose charge 
to the jury and courageous statement of the crime of acquittal of obviously guilty men, 
proves him a man who dares to see beyond the confines of local intolerance. ‘And there's 
Unity Cantrell, newspaper girl, who tries to buck prejudice and apathy - who conceals 
evidence as to the presence in town of Nathan, though she knows why he is there. There's- 
on the other side, Yancey Brown, colored undertaker, who walks the difficult tightrope of 
knowing that his people cannot win by direct means and violence, but who will not knuckle 
under to the threats of such white trash as the Aycocks and their hanger-on, Bitsy Shoup. 
Greek chorus as it were is Melady, reporter from the North, whose interference is resented, 
and who has to become a victim himself before the cause is his own and not just a case of 
abstract justice. A tangled web, with many counter-currents, a finale that hovers on the 
brink of melodrama without quite going over, a romance that weaves a tortuous path and 
comes to no conclusions- and the whole an absorbing story which poses a problem without 
offering solution. 






- $35 - 
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A Fair Assortment of Good Bets 


















One serious novel for your special attention- LONG THE IMPERIAL WAY by Hanama Tasaki 
(Houghton); one bit of slender summer fluff, NOW THAT SUMMER'S COME by H. P. Kemberton 
(Macmillan}; for the Faulkner fans and the short story market, (COLLECTED STORIES OF 
WILLIAM FAULKNER (Random House); and a predictable audience for Josephine Lawrence's 
THE WAY THINGS ARE (Whittlesey). The reports are in the section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 
July 17 


Bardin, John Scribner 
THE BURNING GLASS $3.00 : 


A first novel which reflects, with a certain distortion, a rather unhappy unwhole- | 
some summer colony of artists and avant-gardists as they are ridden by their irritations and 
their uneasy emotions of fear and guilt, as their intellectual emancipation leads them to 
the margin of instability. There is Mark, a geneticist, in love with his wife Ruth who 
writes very abstract poetry, is equally abstract about her household, and who leaves him 
occasionally susceptible to the attractions of Alicia; there is Winston, Alicia's husband, 
who has carried out his notions of the liberated impulse and spontaneous sexuality with a 
series of women; Howard De Vanter who with his niece lives in a world of pretense; Mrs. 
Smithers, the head of a pioneering progressive school and her charges who are out of hand; 
and Roger, Winston and Alicia's oldest son, disgusted by the rutting of his father, who 
provokes a chain of incidents which start with perversion and end in violence... The thin 
edge of the psychotic, this is a not incredible rendering of some lives whose confusion is 
a distraught one- and not often appealing. : 
Ellison, Hal Scribner 

TOMBOY $2.75 





¢ 


This is not pleasant reading but is undeniably compelling in its sensitive under- 
statement of youthful tragedy. Tomboy, fifteen year old leader of the “debs" in a vicious 
juvenile gang, the Harps, can take care of herself-from mugging a drunk to being more than 
a match for half the boys in the gang. Acutely sensible beneath the tough outer shell she 
has developed as a result and defense against a sordid home environment, Tomboy is unaware 
of the deep psychological wounds that are responsible for her hatred of her own sex, her 
attempts at personal masculinity and fear of sexual intimacy as practised by the rest of 
the gang. Fearfully alone, she fights an impossible war both with society and herself, 
supported only by the gang loyalty and the admiration of Mick and Lucky. When Mick is 
ironically killed as the result of a comparatively petty theft, Tomboy is forced to rely 
upon Lucky's friendship whose ambivalent nature she refuses to admit until forced by tra- 
gedy at home and a serious run-in with the law she yields to Lucky and they run away to- 
gether in a pathetically futile gesture of escape. Stacatto, binding prose based upon 
authentic material gathered by the author in his work as a recreational therapist with 
juveniles. 












July 26 ’ 








UW 
Thorburn, Rose Morrow 
THE WILDERNESS IS YOURS $2.75 


Of British derivation, this story of personal opportunism and political treason 
deals in certain abstractions of time and place (a Balkan country and a pattern which is 
reminiscent of Tito and Mihailovitch), is almost clinical in its detachment from its parti- 
cipants, spare and severe. Slade, whose self-concern also excludes all personal passions 
and pleasures, promises aid to a guerilla leader Patkov against Kapska, The Enemy. When 
Patkov proves to be a lost cause, Slade defaults, sacrifices Patkov and his subordinate,a 
young Englishman, to Kapska, extricates himself from an inquiry by his superior, and con- 
tinues his self-interested career.An effective portrayal of precarious politics and a con- 
scienceless character, this is not however for general tastes in fiction, 
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August 
Frye, Pearl Little, Brown 
A GAME FOR EMPIRES $3.50 


A closely authenticated biographical novel of the young Nelson, and his tortuous 
progress to recognition as 4 naval genius - a book that those who rejoice in minutiae of 
naval engagements, tactics, strategy, will find absorbingly interesting. This period of 
Nelson's life compasses his restless desire for action, starting with his landlocked Nor- 
folk days, when marriege palled, and his one desire was a ship of his own, befitting his 
captain's rank, and going on through the Mediterranean engagements, as Captain of the 
Agamemnon under Lord Hood - Toulon, Corsica, Calvi, where he lost an eye; daring turned in- 
to victory at St. Vincent; failure at Tenerife, where he lost an arm - and finally, against 
the loud voice of criticism and doubt, brilliant achievement against the French fleet at 
the Battle of the Nile. Briefly, for a magic three days, he fell under the spell of Lady 
Hamilton in Naples, only thereafter to avoid temptation by running away, though she haunted 
him incessantly. That phase of his life was not part of this game for empires. There is 
much of Forester's Hornblower quality in this tale, and Hornblower has borrowed more than 
a little from the Nelson we see in these pages, a fully realized man, ambitious, rebellious, 
oddly shy and eager to share the slender sheaf of glory that comes his way. At times the 
book is overwritten; at times even the armchair strategist will find it too detailed. But 
it is a book that will bring a vital figure and a period that carried foretaste of our own 
to a new public...(This bears no resemblance in either substance or handling to her earlier 


Narrow Bridge. ) 
August 2 


Ballinger, Bill S. . Harper 
PORTRAIT IN SMOKE $2.25 
1» §2 
A provocative probe by a small time Chicago collection agent, Dan April, makes 
for a good novel of suspense, rather than straight mystery, as were this author's two pre- 
vious books (The Body in the Bed andThe Body Beautiful ). For April is hauntéd and hounded 
by Krassy Almauniski's beauty, devotes his time to tracing her after her disappearance when 
she has won a minor beauty contest. From modeling to ‘business school, to her job in an ad- 
vertising agency, her secretaryship to the President, her war-time marriage and her second 
marriage to an elderly, wealthy tycoon, April digs up every fact - except the real ones 
which are supplied by Krassy's parallel story - of unadulterated, premeditated bitchiness. 
April's careful plans to meet and know her are successful just as Krassy's loathing of her 
new husband come to & climax - and April finds himself in a tight-fitting frame when she 
accuses him of the murder of her husband. April's planning has been so perfect that he is 
able to step back into his real identity with no danger of apprehension. Precision dove- 
tailing. commends this in spite of its hopped-up plot. 


August 2 A 
Cadell, Blizabeth Morrow 
BRIMSTONE IN THE GARDEN $3.00 


| A genteel gambol through English county life which frisks its way through several 
romances, pauses here and there at a teatable, includes some postwar readjustments as well 
as one hangover from the past- a ghost. Much of this takes place around Elinor Stirling, 
widowed, retiring and indecisive after a bad marriage; Joanna, her niece, who had married 
the disagreeable nephew of her disagreeable husband; Strone Heriot, an actor, in love with 
Joanna; Willy Hume, left by his wife, who finds much charm in Blinor; Francesca, whose 
limpet-like parents have kept her from marrying a young doctor; and Elinor's Cousin Clarry, 
e woman of large dimensions and direct opinions who intervenes in and officiates over all 
these affairs of heart... For the market of her previous books, which is an offshoot of 


Angela Thirkell's, this is ingratiatingly insubstantial. 
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August 7 


Meadows, Denis Devin-Adair 
TUDOR UNDERGROUND $3.50 


Personalities, hangings and quarterings, spies and Elizabethan religious turmoil 
provide a tempestuous background for a relatively pallid story of religious conversion. 
Hugh Rampling, young Catholic heir of an aquiline-nosed (and therefore, of course, loyal) 
English family attempts to align his hereditary Catholicism with a neutralized religious 
position which his career with the Protestant Principal Secretary, of Queen Elizabeth, Sir 
Francis Walsingham, demands. Aiding in the Secretary's spy ring formed to root out Cath- 
olic infiltration into England, Hugh, in successful adventures with a female demon aiding 
the purge, pursuers in Rome and in other narrow squeaks, is on the way up. However, in the 
midst of this uneasy neutrality, Hugh meets one of the most coveted prizes of the State - 
Father Persons, @ Jesuit priest. Not only does the priest induce Hugh to allow him and 
other followers to escape, but brings Hugh back into the fold, and positive action for the 
Catholic mission. Some elements of a good story here, but Hugh as the hero is the usual 
blank cartridge bright boy not peculiarly adaptive to heavenly meditation. A sprawling, 
uneven historical. 


August 14 


De Liso, Oscar Soribner 
WHEAT OF NIGHT $3.50 


The author ofGod’s Thumb Down (1949) writes here of the Fascist and anti-Fascist 
worlds as experienced by a young American-born Italian boy who has been taken back to his 
mother's homeland. In Oliveto, in southern Italy, Aldo sees his mother growing more and 
more unbalanced about his father, back in America, about himself, as without a black shirt, 
he fails in one school and then another. He learns too of the agitation over the govern- 
ment seizure of lands, Chiosoo, necessary to a community in need of water, of the power 
and threat of the burearvfcrats as well as the military and through his wanderings gets to 
know life in the political night of Italy from all angles. He finds education and religion 
surrendered to Fascist rule, learns of the fervent, though unleashed, feeling against the 
indignities suffered by those suspected of being anti-Fascist; he is drafted into the Army 
but fights the war in Abyssinia on the home front. Released he is determined to return to 
America, but in return for his passport he is forced to accompany an official's daughter 
on & boar hunt. This: brings him back to those who are ready to resist the edict that Chi- 
osco is not to be farmed and, with the finding of his love for Francesca, he joins with 
them - is caught and killed. Again an overwhelming; penetrating picture of a world sus- 
pended in void, of the vitiating of youth by Fascist rule, of the hopeless fight against 
the mounting tide, this has tenderness and brutality, haunting scenes of civilian and 
military life, grim etchings of pastorals perverted by hatred and fear and portrays addi- 
tional types of top and under dogs. 


August 15 


Tasaki, Hanama . Houghton, Mifflin 
LONG THE IMPERIAL WAY $3.50 


Report repeated from page 217 of the April lst bulletin- when scheduled for ear- 
lier publication- as follows: "* Compelling and disturbing is this novel about life in the 
Japanese army by a former solider of the Emperor in the 'Chinese Incident’ and World War II. 
Although the author, educated in America, appropriately ‘demilitarizes’ the protagonist at | 
the close of the book, he has not blurred the picture with his obviously pacifist sympathies. 
The narrative, concerned with the fortunes of a squad in the Army during the China campaign, 
reproduces with a camera eye war realized as a religious rite ingrained in the blood of 
soldiers, calling forth frenzied sacrifice and automaton obedience. Although the hero, 
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Takeo Yamamoto, is finally released from the bloody idealism of the Army, nevertheless he 
has moments of exhilaration in the solemm obeisances to the Emperor, shouting Banza. as he 
faces the East on the Emperor's birthday. In the quiet narrative, many scenes are memor- 
able and through a wide range of personalities with varied backgrounds- from Majors to 
First Year Soldiers- a rounded portrait of the many rigidly- defined strata of the Army 
organization is achieved. Ruthless burning of villages, beating of the First Year Soldiers 
by their superiors, unrestrained pillaging, and the inhumanity in military organization- 
all these become reconciled in this lucid portrait with a refinement of behavior, geisha 
establishments, and @ pseudo-religious etiquette fantastic to the Western mind. As well 

as being a compelling novel of men at war this is a revealing picture of 4 feudalistic 
phenomenon in our century and the idealistic framework within which we must reach under- 
standing. This should find a large audience, as a Japanese Naked and the Dead." 


“Mugust 16, Sete rat >a b 


Clark, Christopher ’ Harper 
GOOD IS FOR ANGELS $2.75 


The lives - often ugly and unimportant - of Mrs. Litke and her children, in post- 
war Chicago, provide a pleasing photograph of her but not such distinct snapshots of the 
others. In audible, accurate reporting Margery's romance with Johnny is told, Alan's rea- 
sons for withdrawal and dispassion, Harry and Lois' recipe for marriage in spite of ob- 
stacles; in greater emphasis is the battle between Ella and her demon son, Billy, who acts 
as catalyst in the dramatic finale. Billy, who never had a chance, who was mistrusted by 
all save Mrs. Litke, who scorned the law as well as society, and whose too sharp knowledge, 
learned in orphanage, reform school and jail, was the cause of his death at the hands of 
his step-father. And through it all, Mrs. Litke, who believes in goodness, who is quick 

to admonish while helping, gossips and emotes her way through every crisis, and, when Marge 
is married and several times a mother, steps aside to a commonplace death. The not so com- 
fortable ruts of human existence, this is unaccented in its narration, not always success- 
ful in its characterizations. 


Loughlin, David Harper 
A PRIVATE STAIR $2.50 _~ 


A shore leave in Bangkok which is fortunately a short one and which displays some 
unpleasant types, some spurious to shady activities, and which omits little of the filth 
which festers in the Orient. Equally doubtful are the affairs of De Carlo who with his 
alcoholic partner Allpike plans to dispose of some contraband cigarettes; his attempt to 
buy off a customs man; his closing of the deal with a Chinaman; his picking up and bedding 
down of a native girl, Saeng; and the eventual decision to stay on there with Saeng as he 
turns over the money to Allpike. Purposeless, this is also distasteful. 


August 206 


Ross, Malcolm Farrar, Straus 
THE MAN WHO LIVED BACKWARD $3.50 


Either @ post-mortem defense of an old blackmarket scandal or a bona-fide account 
of time inversion, this purports to be the diary of Mark Selby who was born in 1940 and who 
lived backwards to cie in 1865 and bequeath his biography to the grandfather of the boy who 
is printing the book. It records Mark's love for Helen, who knew his secret, and their 
strange marriage; it offers his reports on the changes in human concepts and conditions, 
traveling back through history; it shows his negative attitude, because of his knowledge 
of what was to come in the future while not knowing the beginnings of the situations in 
which he finds himself. From the turn of the century, through the Utopia at Fraternity, 
the strikes at Homestead, the Franco-Prussian War, and the Civil War's end, Mark travels 

















| @ asts, it offers rich fare. 
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and takes notes, complementing his personal tragedies with those issues confronting his 
fellow men. While aware of the yeast of history, he eavesdrops among the famed of the day, 
and those to be famous in the future, and acts as a sounding board for the thinking and 
trends of the times even though knowing what the outcome will be. An interesting, if some- 
times indigestible, exercise, this mixes fact with fantasy in persuasive argument. 


August 21 


Nathan, Robert Knopf 
THE MARRIED LOOK $2.50 


A summer sheer through which is filtered the gentle gift of fantasy, the senti- 
ment which rarely touches a sharper, stronger emotion, a play on time in which the earthly 
and the eternal converge. Edward, a scientist, who had lost the memory of “his wife's 
young face" in many years of marriage to Ruth, meets a young girl Clementine- living in a 
house on wheels~- has the sense that he'd always known her. As Clementine materializes- 
now and again- in different places and at different intervals- Edward's love for her is 
only shadowed by his doubt of her reality. And Clementine's last visit, in which she en- 
treats him to keep the memory of her youth, coincides with Ruth's near death- brings 
Edward to the realization that they are the same. Certainly not for the wider audience 
Nathan has been known to contact, here the familiar talent fades away. 


Scott, J.D. Knopf 
THE MARGIN $3.00 


A first novel which is delicately analytical, ascorbic, and is effective in its 
scoring of certain characters and their areas of activity- in this case a London film 
studio and a government bureau- but which is, cumulatively, a little unsure in its narra- 
tive purpose. This centers on Margaret Warriner, a rather new appointee to a Civil Service 
job; Gard, her Chief, incorruptible and inflexible; Colin Shirlaw, a director in films, 
whose aggressive inferiority is particularly touched off by Margaret's Oxford “sherry party 
manner"; others in her office, and in Colin's studio. The action covers Margaret's affair 
with Colin; his quixotic behaviour which ends in the breaking of his contract; the loss of 
& confidential folder in Margaret's office which eventually ricochets against Gard; and 
finally Margaret's decision to marry Colin, for all his professional and personal instabil- 
ity.... Assured, aware rather than affecting, this indulges little sentiment and offers 
more for the discriminating rather than the popular reader. 

— 
Faulkner, William Gvlenrale Random House 
COLLECTED STORIES OF WILLIAM FAULKNER Bs ment: $4.75 


the KON Tis 

Forty two short stories which reveal a much — phage $e and manner 
than the average reader expects of William Faulkner. An interesting editorial approach 
breaks the stories into six groups. The first, The Country, includes a number of stories 
set in his familiar back country area of the Deep South, regional in both character and 
characters. Read Shingles for the Lord for the characteristic twists of sardonic humor, 
the unsentimental but understanding study of the poor whites. The Village raises the 
level of social standing, and A Rose for Emily is a gem of perceptive handling of small 
town attitudes. Personally, I found The Wilderness with its very stylized Indian and 
frontier tales the least interesting group of the lot. The last three sections, The 
Wasteland with its war stories (read Victory), The Middle Ground,and Beyond show some 
very different facets of Faulkner, a kind of sophistication, and surprising variety of 
mood and tempo. An important book in the Faulkner picture, and for short story enthusi- 
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August 2 | 


Macmillan 


Kemberton, H. Philip 
NOW THAT SUMMER'S COME $2.75 

* A pleasant interlude among the summer, station wagon set in a Connecticut town, 
this presents some attractive as well as attractively fixed families, has @ smart touch 
which escapes malice, and is thoroughly recognizable. This concentrates on one family- 
the Ferris'- Charles and Liz, their daughter, Jess and their son, Freddie. Charles and 
Liz are settling down comfortably to middle age- but are trying not to show their concern 
over Jess. Still unmarried at 26 Jess, socially on the defensive and emotionally evasive, 
shies away from the boy she likes- eventually gives in and likes it; and Freddie, still 
in college having had time out for the Army, is attracted by a sexy, southern job, finds 
his attraction quickly dissipated when she becomes pregnant, but is relieved from the res- 
ponsibility of marriage when he learns that he was not the father in the case.... Lighter 
grade entertainment which is also higher grade in its handling. (O'Hara audience perhaps?) 


August 23 


Morrow 


Carroll, Curt 
THE GOLDEN HERD $3.00 

A cowboy story from an odd corner of history - Shelby's attempt to enlist beaten 
Confederate forces under Maximilian in Mexico - this has a matter of factness and sobriety 
that give it an authentic feel. For Carl Miller came to Texas with his parents and a Ger- 
man Adelsverein, but with the death of his mother, they moved on to their own land on the 
Nueces River. There Carl learned riding and roping from Spanish Julian, became friends 
with Mexican Mistani and Juan Cortino, the bandito known as Cheno, and through his ability 
picked up odd jobs from the wealthy ranchers. His first contract with Chisum as drover, 
soon he had his own brushpoppers but his love for Julia Allerby met defeat in her love for 
fiery Bryan Boswell. With the Civil War and Bryan for the Confederacy, Carl is delivering 
beef to his fellow soldiers, is caught by the enemy and suffers imprisonment like a regular 
soldier. Bryan, with the war's end, is still fighting and ready to join Shelby in Mexico; 
the Allerbys, hard hit by the war, decide to join him - and Carl rides with them and is the 
one to pull them out of trouble when Mexican insurrectionists threaten their lives. For 
those who choose 4 real, rather than a completely fictional, West. 


August ad 


Rackowe, Alec Farrar, Straus 
MY LORD AMERICA $3.50 00 


Virginia and England of the 1660's background the story of Charles Marsden whose 
search is for knowledge of his parentage and that he is a gentleman. Brought up by a my- 
sterious Mr. Strange who leaves him the plantation as an inheritance, Charles is befriended 
by Sam Oakes who has no doubt but that he is a gentleman, is picked by Oakes' daughter as 
the man she is to marry. But visions of London, of acknowledgment by his own kind, drive 
Charles to perfect his fencing so that all insults may be avenged. Sought out by a Lady 
Blanche, he is summoned to England, there learns Lord Raven will uphold his claims as Earl 
of April, heir to Evesham. Charles is forced to attend Court, to be a pawn in the plot to 
make England Roman Catholic, until his eyes are opened to his real love for Virginia and 
his dislike for the intrigue he has found in his home country. Even when he learns his 
true identity, he still heads for his plantation - and Jennifer. Of great length, this 
still has the weakness of the previous 4 Stylish Marriage (1948) in its inability to prune 
its prose, although here the main story and character line are better displayed. 











atingly frightful if you let yourself go. 
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24 
August 77 ,V 

Lawrence, Josephine Whittlesey House 

THE WAY THINGS ARE 1-85.00 


No insistence here on a particular prevalent problem, this relaxes on issues, is 
more lightly geared, and tells of Guenevere, shy, sheltered, and literally out of this world. 
Left at her grandmother’s death with only some antiques, some old-fashioned morals, and a 
good schooling in housekeeping, Guenevere is taken by her Aunt Willoware, runs her haphazard 
household which includes her extravagant daughters, a change in husbands, their neglected 
children, and a veteran (Eus)Tace Stevens. Afraid to face Life As It Is, and financially 
harried, Guenevere marries- in name only, rich, old Mr. Fisher who sends her camellias and 
knitting needles. Immediately aware of her mistake, Guenevere asks for a divorce, is at 
first refused, and finally secures the annulment which frees her for the more appropriate 
Tace.... A little extreme maybe- but pleasantly rentable. 


Removals and Remudas Department 
July 17 


Tree, Gregory Scribner 
THE CASE AGAINST MYSELF $2.50 


Not a bull's eye on The Verdict of Twelve but a near miss in the alignment of 
those involved in a court trial, this starts off with the battle between the two attorneys, 
the delicate placing of the emphasis of testimony and evidence, the attitude of jury and 
spectators in first person accounts. In the picture of Cathy Benedict and her trial for 
the murder of her husband, Bernard's current mistress, is also the background of his life 
as a columnist. The extra-mural activities of her lawyer lead to an illegal liquor racket 
and another killing; the knowledge of the Benedicts' psychiatrist winds up the case after 
Bernard's confession. It's too bad this ends up as just another better than average my- 
stery and not a real topnotcher. 


Dessart, Gina Harper 
THE LAST HOUSE $2.50 


A New England village and a concentration on local color and character when the 
meaningless, motiveless murder of Cindy Hastings, the town tramp, arouses a response of 
easy suspicion, empty speculation, and a roar of recrimination from the local ‘sinister. 
In her defense of the dead girl, and of a young man innocently branded as the killer, 
Marcia Smith fights her way against prejudice while the police turn in the tangible evi- 
dence. A little romance lends a narrative (feminine) rather than deductive interest. 


August 21 


Brand, Christianna Knopf 
CAT AND MOUSE $2.50 


* A melodrama which makes the best use of this medium, shrouds an old theme in 
gothic horror, and tells the story of Katinka Jones, newspaper editor of a correspondence 
column, who goes to Wales in search of one of her readers- Amista- not heard from since 
her marriage to a Mr. Carlyon. Once in Carlyon's house, Katinka finds that Amista's iden- 
tity is denied, and while she herself is susceptible to Carlyon’s melancholic charm, she 
is also surrounded by doubt and suspicion- the mutilation of the woman he keeps in hiding, 
the suicide or is it murder that follows- and the final dreadful disillusion.... Fascin- 
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August 21 
MacDonald, John Ross Knopf 
THE DROWNING POOL | $2.50 


* A second, and equally successful, episode in the life of Lew Archer, West Coast 
private eye, as well as sonscience, accounts for his unmasking not only the blackmailing the 
young Mrs. Slocum endures but the killing of her domineering mother-in-law. That there 
are other murders on the way, that a fight for oil property involves dirty people and dirty 
deeds, only sparks off Archer to ventilate the ugly mess. Steel-cold tough. 


Macmillan 


Story, J. Trevor 
THE TROUBLE WITH HARRY %/- /2 $2.00 

A British importation which must have wafted over by itself - so slight is it. 
But for what should have been a waltz macabre and which is instead a gay quadrille, this 
blankfaced account of murder, tolerated and accepted by the inhabitants of Sparrowswick 
Heath, has its moments of giddy good humor. The body ~ which is found more than once and 
buried several times over - turns out to be Harry, mourned by none; his killer is liked 
by all so his disappearance is mutually agreed on. It is the interruptions, the ridiculous 
non-sequiturs, the absence of any reality which makes this more fun than games. 


August 23 


de Steiguer, Walter Morrow 
JEWELS FOR A SHROUD «$2.50 


Jewel thefts that baffle the New York City police are the basis of this hunt and 
chase action-detection story. The customers of a Fifth Avenue shop being the most frequent 
victims, suspicion points to executives and staff until Masson, fiance of the owner's daugh- 
ter, manages some solitary sleuthing and has a hand in the unmasking, of the brains behind 
the mob tie-up which has included murder with its burglary. Average. 


August 31 


Ames, Delano Rinehart 
DEATH OF A FELLOW TRAVELER $2.50 


That disarming pair, Jane and Dagobert Brown, as Dagobert, under the influence of 
E. Phillips Oppenheim, broods over foreign agents, grows a beard, and finally latches on to 
the murder of a Patrick Blythe in Cornwall. There, tangled up in Great Danes, codes, a 
foreign exchange financial deal, a film star, an unwed mother and a psychopathic sister, 
Dagobert insinuates his way to a correct conclusion... The insouciance and impudence as 


before. 


Herbert, Arthur Rinehart 
BUGLES IN THE NIGHT $2.50 


* Above and beyond the usual call of Westerns this is high-style action plus the 
drama of human relations. For Major Bonesteele, through jealousy and bitterness, orders 
Captain Sain to carry the war to the Indians, sends him into a death trap. Another detail 
is sent out and Bonesteele evacuates the fort without warning his officers and men in the 
field. Sain saves the second expedition, and carries on to help the beleaguered members 
of Bonesteele's group and get his just rewards. White men worse than red men, and women 
taking over much of the story, dangerous times in the Southwest, all combined in literate 
adventure. 
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July 31 


& Lattimore, Owen Little, Brown 
ORDEAL BY SLANDER | $2.75 


We are placing this book under the Dark Horse heading because its reception is un- 
predictable. There is news value in the congressional inquiry- in the McCarthy charges- the 
red scare. The freedom to inquire and the freedom to express opinions based on independent 
| inquiry are before the bar of justice. That Owen Lattimore has been made a victim of this 
| trial is unfortunate for him but a challenge for Americans to whom the cause of political 

and intellectual freedom is dear. In this - his summation of the attack by McCarthy and his 
| defense and the conclusions related to larger issues which can be drawn therefrom, Lattimore 
has proved his own position as a defender of real democracy as conclusively as did David 
Lilienthal in his more objective This I Do Believe. Ordeal by Slander comes closer, perhaps, 
to Kravchenko's I Chose Justice in that it is written out of immediate personal experience 
charged with anger and determination to strike a blow for freedom. But where Kravchenko 
weakens his blow by discursive scattering of ammunition, Lattimore has hewn to the line, 
marshalled his defense, and given, line by line, the evidence, less newsworthy spacewise, but 
essential reading for the citizen who would know the dangers to our liberties in the brand 
of McCarthyism here revealed. 


Slim Choice for Summer 


The biggest seller of this lot may be THE STORY OF ERNIE PYLE by Lee G. Miller (Viking) 
but don't assume that on the Pyle name. The Churchill, EUROPE UNITE (Houghton) is a 
collection of speeches, not in the sales category of his reminiscences. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 
@ July 24 


Bowen, Elizabeth Knopf 
COLLECTED IMPRESSIONS $3.50 


* Within this volume, these pieces- primarily written at a specific time for 4 spec- 
ific purpose- have been collected from previous appearances as book reviews, as prefaces, and 
as shorter commentaries on plays, pictures, places visited or revisited in memory. With the 
exception of the prefaces for which she "would wish survival"- (particularly her preface to 
some Modern Short Stories and to a Flaubert Omnibus) they carry the colour of the year; “each 
reflects, involuntarily, what was in the year a contemporary mood of thought or phase of feel- 
ing". For all reflect a quickened consciousness- intellectual, emotional, artistic,- a taste 
which is refined and trained- a prose which has been perfected by discipline. For the many, 

@ collection such as this is of unlikely appeal; but for the literary following which is hers, 
the creative criticism here offers a distinct pleasure disproportionate to ultimate signifi- 
cance, 
| Templewood, Rt. Hon. Viscount Knopf 
THE UNBROKEN THREAD $5.00 


A family biography spanning five generations this also shows how past hobbies have 
developed in the present day. For old Samuel Hoare left a heritage of Quaker traditions, 
banking and a love of country life with its shooting and hunting; other generations, prosper- 
ous, responsible and with interests in reform, carried into their country living a deepening 
concern for ornithology, restoring rare birds and protecting others. The Game Book mirrors 
the findings of the years; the author's sporting experiences, combining diplomatic missions 
@ vith his keenest pleasure, throughout Russia, Spain, the Middle East and India, enlarge his 

knowledge of all sorts of fowl, until, with his return home he develops further interests in 
houses and trees. An unexpected book from a public man and politician, this has a mellow- 
ness of recall and a charming absorption whose appeal should be primarily for the advanced 
sportsman as well as the reader whose first interest is English biography. Illustrated. 
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August 15 
Burt, Nathaniel Scribner 
QUESTION ON A KITE $2.00 


ie There is promise in this brief sheaf of poems by Nathaniel Burt, a newcomer on the 
poetic scene. The poems have music, melody and a certain air of sensuous enjoyment long ab- 
sent from the verses of the grimmer technicians. But they are tentative and incomplete - 
mere etudes in poetry writing, and the poet must go far in strengthening his techniques and 
maturing his perspective before his work contains more than promise. However, Burt's start- 
ing point of a healthier and more affirmative sensitivity than has recently been in fashion 
is a welcome and hopeful sign. 





August 15 
Hurley, Lois J. & Groetzinger, Isabelle J. Frederick Fell 
THE STATE FAIR BLUE RIBBON COOK BOOK $2.95 


This has reading interest as well as cook book appeal, for there is a good deal 
about the history and function of state fairs, their color and drama, and each section of 
recipes is preluded by introductory comments on the points by which entries are judged in 
that particular category. This places the book in a different category, for most public li- 
braries will find value in it for distribution by bookmobile through rural areas, where an 
ordinary cook book might find small circulation. Plus sale and distribution through 4H Club 
membership... Included are prize winning recipes in all classifications,- breads, cakes and 
cookies, pies, conserves, jams, pickles, desserts, etc. There is & miscellaneous assortment 
of prize recipes that do not fit under these headings,- one dish meals, regional dishes, and 
so on. The list of contributors shows a preponderance in the Mid West and South with New 
England given rather short shrift. Decorative illustrations. Index. 


& August 20 


Horner, John Willard Caxton 
SILVER TOWN $4.00 


From locals, items, and so-called stories from the town newspaper, with some rather 
jocular asides from the author, this reconstructs a silver town- Georgetown, Colorado, from 
1860 on when as a bonanza it was getting into its stride. You will get to know its hotel, 
its band, its school, its newspaper; there all kinds of people from the professional men to 
the prospectors and miners, the young ladies to the fancy women; there's the centennial and 
the coming of the railroad; and there's a particular concentration on the career of Edward 
Wolcott, its leading citizen, who later became a United States Senator.... The good old days 
when- but I can't imagine for whom. 


Ps 
August—22— * Ik 


Samuel, Maurice Knopf 
THE GENTLEMAN AND THE JEW $3.75 

An inquiry, ideological and spiritual, into the relationship between Jews and Chris- 
tians which has its inception in Samuel's own experience as a student in England, and leads up 
to the meaning and consequences of the establishment of the state of Israel. Of Jewish-Rou- 
manian parentage, Samuel had a mixed schooling in England which followed the traditions of his 
new country and observed the orthodox patterns of his belief. From an early admiration of the 
contradictory concept of "the Christian gentleman" sustained by Shakespeare, Kipling, Tennyson, 
he turned to the realism of Shaw, Wells, etc. and then later went back to the study of the 
ancients and particularly the Hebrew prophets. In this study he links the prophets with the 
Jewish people and their national structure, their temperament; he goes on to show the relation- 
ship between the Bible, Judaism and the Zionist movement; and he ends with an analysis of Zion- 
ism today, the propagandist and curative values of the "homeland", the motives for its crea- 
tion, the question of double allegiance, the external and internal dangers involved... For a 
special market, this also has its rather special angles and exacts a more than superficial 
knowledge, historical, psychological, and to a lesser extent political. 
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August 24 


Vail, Dr. Derrick Farrar, Straus 
@ THE TRUTH ABOUT YOUR EYES $2.50 


This explodes some of the pet theories about eyes - and substitutes a commonsense, 
down to earth point of view which the layman who is interested in reading a treatise in which 
medical phrases and technical data are combined with lay information, will find illuminating. 
Dr. Vail does not go along with the much publicized theories about eye exercises as a way to 
eliminating glasses; he argues that use of the wrong glasses, while it may cause fatigue 
Symptons which could be avoided by the right glasses, cannot actually injure the eyes; he 
stresses right posture and right light as important to health - but makes no fetish of it; 
he feels that tinted glasses, except as relief from bright sunshine glare out of doors, are 
more harmful than helpful; and so on. He gives enough about diseases of the eye, as distinct 
from muscular problems, short sightedness, etc., to support his main thesis that intelligent 
understanding and immediate reference to specialists in such cases will combine to forestall 
more serious eye problems. 


August 28 


Calet, Henri Dutton 
YOUNG MAN OF PARIS $3.00 


A native's nostalgic recall of a lifetime in this city, this is one long street 
scene (fairly close to the sewer) of only questionable quarters and characters, uninhibited 
in its intimacy. Conditioned by a father who had a "topnotch career in venery", counter- 
feiting, gambling, and many other unorthodox, unpredictable enterprises, Calet was exposed 
to continuous economic reversals as well as the frequent rifts between his parents. This 
peat the progress of a young rake who took readily to women, enjoyed many irregular rela- 

tionships, hankered for but never achieved the luxuries of life, and held an undampened ap- 
preciation for life in this city, its shops, streets, cafes, subways, etc. Highly seasoned, 
this is not for the conventional tourist traffic. 


Miller, Lee G. Viking 
THE STORY OF ERNIE PYLE $3.95 


The tremendous following that Ernie Pyle built up during his years as a columnist 
will undoubtedly expect this biography to be part and parcel of the "crackerbox,"” genre to 
which his beloved writings belonged. Far from it, this is a revealing portrait of the man 
behind the front, and of his own private hell in the tragic story of his marriage to Jerry, 
an alcoholic and manic depressive, and his own depths of loneliness and physical disability, 
Born of farmer stock, he was ili fitted for that life- small, almost frail, and bored with 
the farm routines. The newspaper world called him, and he went through the mill before he 
found his peculiar niche,- as wandering observer and reporter. "Corny" he has been called; 
but his columns touched the heart of humanity, and were drawn from his own abiding love and 
interest. And yet, behind it, his own life was chiefly tragedy, highlighted by periods when 
Jerry was well, and they could plan- and ultimately enjoy- the dream home in Albuquerque. 
This biography, written by an intimate friend and fellow journalist, is made up largely from 
Ernie Pyle's letters,- to Lee Miller, to Jerry and a few others. Some extracts from his 
columns provide background, but in the main this is not only a new Ernie Pyle- but new Ernie 
Pyle writings. Serialized in McCalls. 


Hunter, Robbins Dutton 
THE JUDGE RODE A SORREL HORSE $3.00 


Another addition to the long roster of childhood reminiscences chronicles the life 
and times of the author's family in southeastern Ohio. Of his grandparents and his parents; 
of Cadiz and Newark; of his father's rise from city solicitor, to prosecuting attorney and 
judge and back into law; from the period of doubt to the period of prosperity in family for- 
tunes; from the candlelight to the gas era; - an inexhaustible store of memories and of in- 
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cident and anecdote provide the material for a reliving of the '80's and '90's. When Sunday 
began on Friday and when life had a leisurely tempo, boys were thrilled with the railroads, 
there was no standardization of clothes and individualism was cherished, interests were va- 
ried and a father had more time for his son. This shows how a boy got acquainted with his 
father, the things they did together, and the effect on their household of the cases in which 
his father was involved. It records the homesickness of the boy when he spent a year in 4 
Virginia military school, the new experiences college life offered, his beginnings in law. 

A reflection of a period of stability, this has little sparkle to relieve its conscientious 


reporting. 
TOO LATE 


Wydenbruck, Nora Appleton-Century-Crofts 
RILKE: Man and Poet $4.00 

A biography of first rate importance which presents the life and works of Rainer 
Meria Rilke with perception, knowledge and common sense. By skillfully interweaving quotations 
from Rilke's letters and by associating the often mysterious poems with actual events and 
periods of the poet's life, the author brings a rational understanding to many hitherto ob- 
scure or misunderstood situations. As the niece of Rilke's patron and also the wife of one 
of his great personal friends, she is particularly fitted for this task. No life of Rilke 
can convey his subtle and sensitive essence as do his poems and above all his letters. But 
the letters,still not published in full, are fragmentary, and the poems are exceedingly diffi- 
cult wnether in translation or the original. This biography therefore has a real place and 
it hes been conceived with integrity and a pleasing scholarship; it is also the first clear 
study of Rilke's genius in English, though it is not the last word in delicate analysis or 


ultimate appreciation. (6/23) 


Churchill, Winston S. Houghton, Mifflin 
EUROPE UNITE $5.00 


This is a companion volume toT7he Sinews of Peace, and incorporates the main speech- 
es made by this grvxatest of modern orators during 1947-48. While the constructive positive 
aspect of his viewpoint on matters international, his plea for a united Europe, give title 
to the book, the greater part of the speeches are vitriolic attacks on the Labor Government, 
not only in its domestic but in its foreign policies, particularly in Palestine and India. 

He speaks as an aggressive, fighting leader of the Opposition; he leaves no stone unturned in 
his violent indictment of the system which he feels is impoverishing Britain, “the nation 
which fell flat on its face in the moment of greatest victory." He sees release only in a 
reversal through @ General Election, too late, however, to restore the shrinking Empire. There 
are great themes and small, important political speeches, records of debates in the House, 
gracious gestures to organizations, to individuals (the sovereigns on their Silver Wedding, 
Mrs. Roosevelt, a broadcast on the occasion of the dedication of the Al Smith Memorial, etc.). 
Here shown is Churchill with much still of the brilliance and energy and fire of his middle 
years. The connecting chronology of dates and events links the speeches and places them in 
the record. Not a book for the market that buys his Second World War volumes. But Church- 
ill's speeches are integral to modern history. (Publ.) 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Lancaster, Osbert 
THERE'LL ALWAYS BE A DRAYNEFLETE $2.25 

A deftly pointed, broadly British japery which mocks the regulation commemorative 
volume, the pomp end circumatance that mark the reverence for antiquity, the tiptoe attitude 
toward titles, this is illustrated satire-wise by the author. In the long history of Drayne- 
flete, from pre-conquest to modern times, you will find some extraordinary information to- 
gether with some equally extraordinary names. Center-spot is on the Ffidgets and the Little- 
hamptons and their remarkable contributions to the town whose life has developed on the track- 
way, known at various times as Wiggling Way, the Via Hernia, and A999. There is the stupend- 
ous recreation of original man from a few shards and beads, the changing architecture, the 
differences progressive eras have brought, the cultural and artistic (mostly poetic) assets 
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that Drayneflete has known. Thoroughly fulsome, this tours a community of its own devising 
in such deadpan manner it is nearly believable; the tongue in the cheek here is accompanied 
by a thumb to the nose and with a ear for literary recognition on the inserted parodies of- 
Srers superior delight. A specialty in the quiet rather than the loud-mouth division. (Publ.) 


Weston, Edward Houghton, Mifflin 
MY CAMERA ON POINT LOBOS $10.00 


Text and pictures by the famous West Coast photographer in a handsome, if not too 
durable, outsize volume. Once again this is highly stylized still life photography, in which 
an artist's eye has caught the dramatic patterns of natural forms, trees, rocks, pools, shore, 
forest and forces of nature. The effectiveness of the pictures is heightened by the use of 
generous margins. The excerpts from his daybook, at the end of the book, reflect Weston’s 
artistic credo. A collector's item rather than a general sale possibility; the plastic ten- 
sion binding permits the removal of pages for framing or display. (Publ.) 


Carey, M.C. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
Fitchew, Dorothy- [ilus. WILD FLOWERS AT A GLANCE $2.75 


At first glance, a very useful field guide, this, with pictures in color, carefully 
detailed for recognition value, and arrangement according to flower color, for quick identi- 
fication. The “out” on the book, however, is that basically it pertains to the British Isles, 
and one has a feeling that the injection of comment relating to the United States is secondary 
(and frequently inaccurate- as in indicating that water lilies,wood anenomes, and numerous 
other flowers do not grow wild here). Then differences in common names will be a hurdle for 
the neophyte, as for example with golden rod and wood violet. Having disposed of the weak- 
nesses from the American point of view, let's stress the values:- compactness, attractive 
format, ease of use, number of wild flowers included, conciseness of descriptive text. 


Barber, Edith M. Sterling Publ. Co. 
141 E. 44th-NYC 
THE SPICE SAMPLER $1.00 


We are including this- late as it is, and issued by an unfamiliar press,- because it 
seems to us the best inexpensive handbook on spice and herb cookery we have seen. The expert 
may miss charts and extensive dissertations on sources and uses of herbs and spices. But the 
average housewife, not quite advanced enough for her own experimentation, will find the sample 
basic rules of when, where and how, and the suggestive recipes good fillip to the palate and 
the imagination. The recipes fall into routine categories,~- appetizers, soups, beverages, 
meats, fish, luncheon and supper dishes, leftovers (these two categories are worth the price 
of the book), sauces, vegetables, pickled and spiced fruits, salads and dressings, bread and 
rolls, cakes and cookies, desserts, herb jellies. Indexed. Heavy board binding, with sample 
transparent envelopes of herbs on inside cover. JIll'd. (Publ.) 


Showalter, Mary Emma Winston 
$3.50 


MENNONITE COMMUNITY COOKBOOK De Luxe-thumb indexed-$4.50 


1400 recipes, drawn from the handwritten cookbooks of the past, scattered through 
Mennonite families over the United States and Canada. While these suggest the appetizing and 
bountiful recipes of the Pennsylvania Dutch cookbooks, the national sources are more varied, 
including in addition to the German and Dutch, Russian, Swiss as well. The old recipes have 
been tested and revised to conform to modern measurements and directions, and some of today's 
favorites in Mennonite households have been added. Not a cookbook for the beginning cook or 
the small family. But a superb cookbook for the big family kitchen and the housewife who still 
thinks in terms of a bountiful table. Particularly enticing are the breads and cakes; one 
yearns for more time and excuse to use them. The soups, too, make the canned variety sound 
,of indifferent value, while the pickles and relishes, jellies, jams, preserves, should be in- 
spiration for many a contestant in the county fairs. The meat dishes sound filling but not 
too tempting; and I think I'll stick to other authorities on vegetables. But the whole makes 
a@ grand addition to a specialty cookbook shelf. And in addition is a beautiful job, with 
color plates and charming drawings. (Publ.) 











